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Subject: Update to Pediatric Voluntary Recognition Program - PECC
VTR#: 0619-01 Committee/Task Force: EMS for Children

[JRecommended Goal [JRecommended Policy Change  [XIOther: Update to Current Program

Recommendation: The Department of Health should accept the following revision to the current Pediatric Voluntary
Recognition Program (PVRP). This revision will designate of the Pediatric Emergency Care Coordinator (PECC) at the
master and expert levels.

Rationale [Background]:

The role of a Pediatric Emergency Care Coordinator is not a defined job description or pre-determined set of
responsibilities. The function is to support the preparedness and safe delivery of pediatric care.

The Pediatric Emergency Care Coordinator:

e Works in collaboration with the agency Medical Director.
¢ Istasked with looking out for the needs of children.
¢ Isa Pediatric Champion; a Pediatric Advocate; a Content Expert; an EMSC contact person.

A PECC is a designated individual or group who coordinates pediatric emergency care and who need not be dedicated
solely to this role; it can be an individual or group already in place who assumes this role as part of their existing
duties. The individual or group may be a member of the EMS agency, or work at a community or regional level and
serve more than one agency.

EMS systems vary greatly across the state as does the EMS model of a PECC. At the EMS agency level, a PECC can
be an individual, dedicated to the role or taking on the role as additional duties. This is the simplest form of a
PECC but in no way the only way to meet the needs of a PECC program. An EMS agency may institute a PECC
team where more than one individual assumes different roles of the PECC in order to meet objectives and share
workload. When a team model is utilized, there should be one individual who is identified as a contact person in
representing the team’s activities for the EMS agency.

A PECC can be any level of provider however, a PECC should be at or above the specific service delivery level.
For example, an EMT should not be overseeing an ALS service’s PECC responsibilities. When a model other than
an individual PECC is utilized, representation within the model group should include an individual(s) who meets
the qualifications of a PECC in whole.




The EMSC Committee considers the addition of the PECC designation appropriate for the master and expert
levels. Both of these levels already have a person or persons who meet the description of a PECC, “a designated
individual or group who coordinates pediatric emergency care and who need not be dedicated solely to this
role; it can be an individual or group already in place who assumes this role as part of their existing duties.”

Medical Review [Concerns]:
No concerns

Fiscal Concerns:
The addition of the PECC requirement to the master and expert levels is simply a designation, therefore no financial
burden exists for the EMS agency

Educational Concerns:
The timing of this recommendation will coincide with the rollout of PECC education (What is a PECC?) over the fall of
2019.

Plan of Implementation:

The current PVRP program overview is attached to this recommendation and will be modified after PA DOH approval.

The proposed changes would take effect January 1, 2020. This will allow enough time for existing PVRP agencies to
transition by identifying the PECC. The January deadline will also provide enough time to implement these updates
by re-distributing the program guidance in the electronic version. Additionally, 144 EMS agencies currently in the
program will be provided with personalized information and updates on the program to transition as needed.

The PEHSC Committee/Task Force offers consultation to the Department in regard to the content of this Vote to
Recommend (VTR) and its attached documents. The PEHSC Committee/Task Force specifically offers staff or member
support to participate in Department deliberations regarding this recommendation in an effort to convey
committee/task force discussions.
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Join the Pediatric Voluntary Recognition Program!

E

Emergeny edl
Services for Children ..

Pennsylvania’s Pediatric Voluntary Recognition Program has been implemented in an effort to
ensure that all children in the Commonwealth receive the best possible prehospital
emergency medical care. EMS agencies are recognized under this program for showing
significant dedication to providing excellence in pediatric emergency medical care.

This multi-faceted program currently has five levels, each building on the previous:

» Basic—Pediatric-specific equipment. Based on federal guidance, EMS agencies must carry
all recommended pediatric-specific equipment on each of their licensed vehicles.

» Intermediate—ChildLine child abuse background clearances. In order to prevent criminal
acts against children, all agency EMS providers must have a child abuse background
check on file.

» Advanced—Continuing education hours. To improve knowledge of the unique medical
needs of children, EMS providers must complete four hours of pediatric-specific
continuing education annually.

¢ Master—Community Outreach programs. EMS agencies demonstrating excellence in
pediatric care also share a responsibility to provide education, injury prevention
initiatives, and outreach within their community. This outreach can be accomplished in
several different ways and may target a variety of audiences.

o Expert—Child Passenger Safety Technicians. EMS agencies must have at least one CPS
Technician at the agency, have regular car seat check hours, and host at least one larger
open public event per year.

This recognition program was created by the Pennsylvania Emergency Health Services Council EMS for
Children Program, in partnership with the Pennsylvania Department of Health, Bureau of EMS.

For the application and more information, visit 600 Wilson Lane, Suite 101

Mechanicsburg, PA 17055
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